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To see the extreme joy which they show at their
departure, we should say that they had already
signalized their valor by some great victory, but a
very small thing alone is necessary to disconcert
their plans. They are so superstitious with respect
to dreams, that a single one of evil augury can arrest
the execution of their enterprise, and oblige them
to return when they are on the march. We see
parties, who after having gone through with all the
ceremonies I have mentioned, immediately break off
from their expedition, because they have heard a
dog bark in an extraordinary manner: in an instant
their ardor for glory is changed into a perfect panic.

When on the war-path, they march in single file:
four or five men who are the best walkers lead the
way, and keep in advance of the army a quarter of a
league, to observe everything, and give immediate
notice. They encamp every evening an hour before
sunset, and lie down about a large fire, each one
with his arms near him. Before they encamp, they
take the precaution to send out twenty warriors to
the distance of half a league around the camp, for
the purpose of avoiding all surprise. They never
post sentinels during the night, but as soon as they
have supped, they extinguish all the fires. At night
the war-Chief exhorts them not to give themselves
up to a profound sleep, and to keep their arms always
in a state of readiness. He appoints a place where
they shall rally in case they are attacked during the
night and put to flight.

As the war-Chiefs always carry with them their
idols, or what they call their spirits, well secured in
some skins, at night they suspend them from a small
pole painted red, which they erect in a slanting



